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 LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 Psalter Week 1 

 Readings Sunday – 5th Sunday of Easter (C) 

       Weekdays –  Easter Week 5 

Sunday    5th Sunday of Easter (C) Saturday 

   St Bede the Venerable 

Next Sunday   6th Sunday of Easter (C) 



Archdiocesan 

Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the Lord 
Jesus, we will go into 
the world to proclaim 
the Good News to the 
whole of creation. 

PARISH NEWS 

Sri Lanka Appeal 
A local charity, the Epiphany Trust, has long-standing 

connections with Sri Lanka and is providing outreach 

support and aid to survivors of the horrific attack on Easter 

Sunday. More than 250 people lost their lives and another 

500 people were injured. Epiphany Trust are appealing for 

urgently needed funds to provide immediate relief for 

victims and long-term support to families. They are 

concentrating their efforts on supporting the people 

affected in Batticaoloa where they already support over 

600 children on a regular basis. Many of the children were 

injured in the attack and many of the families have lost their 

bread winners. For more information please contact 

Sharon@epiphany.org.uk We will have a Retiring 

Collection for the Epiphany Trust after all the Masses this 

weekend 18th & 19th of May. 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Will those who were recently trained as Eucharistic 

Ministers please let your church’s safeguarding rep know 

when you have received your DBS clearance so 

arrangements can be made to commission the new 

ministers. 

Weekday Mass Intentions 
There is a shortage of Mass Offerings for weekday Mass 

Intentions across the parish. Additional Mass Offerings for 

weekday Masses would be welcomed. 

CTA Pentecost Celebration 
An early notice that there will be a special Pentecost 

Celebration at Atherton Parish Church on Sunday 9th June 

at 4.00pm. The service, which has been arranged by 

Churches Together In Atherton, will provide us with a great 

celebration to mark Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the 

Church. The service will be followed by a “bring to the table” 

tea in Atherton Baptist Church. Please come along and join 

us in prayer and friendship. 

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Offertory            £1861.78 Priests’ Training Fund      

£  763.19 Thank you for your generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Today The 

Epiphany Trust 

Special Appeal to Aid the Christians of Sri Lanka See 

top news item above for more information. 

Next Week 

Let The Children Live! 

Let The Children Live! is a charity that works in Colombia 

with children from the streets and shanty-towns. These 

children are called ‘the disposable ones’ and they live, and 

sometimes die, in the streets and rubbish dumps of 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

Today’s Gospel begins with a summary statement: “When Judas had gone….” Four words which are 
so very meaningful. We know exactly what Judas is going to do, even though it is not spelled out for 
us: he goes to complete the task of betraying Jesus to the authorities. The next time Jesus and Judas 
will meet is when Judas leads the guards sent by the chief priests and the Pharisees to the place 
where he knows Jesus was to be. In four words, our Gospel passage for today reminds us of the role 
Judas will play in history. Those same four words also prompt us to recall what has already happened 
in the room that Judas has just left. There, after the meal was finished, Jesus scandalized Peter by 
wanting to wash his feet. In the ancient world this task was reserved for the lowest of slaves. This is 
why Peter is so scandalised by Jesus’ behaviour. His Lord, Jesus himself, wants to degrade himself 
totally by washing the feet of sinners. Judas was one of those whose feet were washed by Jesus. As 
if this is not enough, Jesus then announces that one of them was to betray him: the one to whom he 
will give the piece of bread that he shall dip in the cup. This has clear Eucharistic implications. When 
he gives Judas the piece of bread, he says, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” Judas goes out 
into the dark. Judas leaves the light of Christ to join the dark world of Jesus’ enemies. But Jesus has 
just demonstrated his total love for every human being who ever did exist or ever will exist. His double 
outreach to Judas makes it plain that no one is excluded from Jesus’ love. 

  Jesus’ actions are powerful, but they need some explanation. It comes in two forms. Firstly, he says, 
“Now has the Son of man been glorified, and in him God has been glorified.” This statement means 
that in Jesus’ actions we see the work of God. The Son of Man, in demonstrating such all-embracing 
and all-powerful love, is the manifestation and reality of the very love of God. the ultimate expression 
and reality of God’s love is when the Son of man, who came not to condemn the world but so that 
through him the world might be saved, will make his ultimate, total and infinite act of love when he is 
lifted up on the Cross. There is no possible fuller expression of God’s love than this. The story does 
not end there. Jesus issues a commandment, for his disciples to love one another as he has loved 
us. But how can love be commanded? If love is only seen as emotional, then it cannot be commanded, 
but God’s love is total commitment. When we see love as Jesus has loved us – through total 
commitment to any and all of God’s children – we make God’s love visible in our world today. By living 
out this great commandment, we will prove ourselves as Jesus’ representatives on earth, his modern 
day disciples. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm Response: I will bless your name for ever, O God my King. 

Gospel Acclamation: Jesus said: “I give you a new commandment:    

           love one another, just as I 

have loved you.” 



Colombia’s cities. Their ages range from six-year-olds to 

teenagers and they are often unloved, unwanted, beaten, 

robbed, raped and murdered. The charity aims to 

safeguard the lives of these children from the poverty and 

violence of the streets and to make their lives worth living 

by giving them love, education and a future. It is currently 

working with 600 children and young people, both boys 

and girls. Check out their website: 

www.letthechildrenlive.org 

Synod 2020 - The Story So Far 
Preparations for Synod 2020 are continuing. 

As the Archbishop himself said in his Pastoral 

Letter for Synod Sunday 2018, the Synod is 

the time when we choose the path to walk on. 

Those who volunteered to be members are 

in the process of attending training sessions. 

We will continue to give you further updates 

regarding the process of the Synod because 

there may well be times when you are invited 

to contribute towards the Synod in terms of 

sharing your views concerning the future mission of the 

Church in the Archdiocese. Your views will be very important. 

Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the first 

year. ● May – June 2019 – Listening and 

discerning in Parishes. (Led by Members) ● 21st 

or 25th or 28th September – Meeting of 

Members. (Members can attend any one 

meeting) ● Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area 

Pre-Synod 1. 

(One in each Pastoral Area) 

Our Synod Questions 
Four Synod Questions that will inform and inspire our project 

of listening over the coming months have been published and 

will be addressed over four weekly newsletters. The third 

question is addressed in the Synod Reflection below. 

These questions begin from the truth that God speaks to us 

in our everyday lives and, as we reflect on our lives, we 

encounter 

Christ (c.f. Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 8). We are then 

invited to think about what the Catholic Church is for. This will 

allow the Spirit of God to open our hearts so that, finally, we 

can reflect on the questions, issues, and topics that our 

Synod should make recommendations on. We are all invited 

to reflect deeply and respond to these four Synod Questions. 

Synod 2020: Have Your Say 

Please ensure that your voice is heard in response to the 

Four 

Synod Questions. Attend a local Listening Gathering in your 

Pastoral Area (see local notices for details) or respond online 

at www.synod2020.co.uk 

Synod Reflection 
The first followers of Jesus were recognised by the love they 

showed for one another: they were learning to love one 

another in the same way that Jesus loved them. That is the 

challenge Jesus has left us — to go and make disciples by 

loving as he loved. Can you imagine trying to do this on your 

own? For all its faults, the Church is still called to do what 

Jesus came to do. The third Synod question invites us to 

think about what that means here and now. 

Synod Question 3 
What is the purpose of the Catholic Church in the world 
today? 

Prayer 
Light a candle and take a moment’s silence before praying: 

Risen Jesus, 

may we know the power of your love in our lives 
and through your Holy Spirit may we have the 
courage to share that love with a world that is 
hungry and broken and so glorify your name. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Many of you will have heard the following notice which was 
read out at all the Masses recently. We will publish it in the 
Newsletter for the next few weeks so that everyone can read 
it at home. 

Last September, as many of you are aware, our Pastoral Area, 

the Deanery of Leigh, was expanded to include Golborne, 

Lowton, Croft and Hindley Green. We increased in number from 

seven churches to ten, with an increase in priests from four to 

five. This change happened very suddenly, without consultation, 

and it has been a very difficult year trying to adapt to these 

changes, especially since our Pastoral Area has now become 

one of the largest, geographically, in the Archdiocese. 

The Archbishop has now informed us that Fr.Colin – who at 

present looks after St.Joseph’s, Leigh – will be leaving us and 

taking up a new appointment from September. He will NOT be 

replaced. Therefore we are facing the prospect of looking after 

a much larger Pastoral Area with less number of priests. This 

will inevitably lead to change, not just in terms of the number of 

churches but also to the times and availability of Sunday Masses 

in the Pastoral Area. This will also lead to a change in the way 

we work as priests. The Archdiocese has asked us to conduct a 

review of the buildings (that is, churches and halls) that we are 

using at present. 

As many of you may be aware the Pastoral Area submitted a 

Pastoral Plan five years ago to address many of these issues. 

At that time the Archdiocese chose not to act on these 

recommendations. Due to the reduction in the number of priests, 

many of these issues are now more pressing. 

By September a new Sunday Mass Schedule will have to be in 

place which probably WILL involve church closures. This will 

also involve a reduction in the number of Sunday Masses, 

simply because we have less priests looking after a much larger 

area. We simply cannot be in two places at once. 

Fr.Colin has been a great member of our team for the last five 

years and he will be greatly missed. We ask you to pray for him 

and pray for all of us – people and priests alike – as we face 

such great challenges in the very near future. 

During the next few weeks and months the priests of the 

Pastoral Area will continue to meet with representatives from the 

Archdiocese to make plans for the future. We will try our best to 

keep you informed of any progress and involve you as people of 

the Pastoral Area in whatever way we can. 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 

For the love you have shown us In the gift of 
Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
Through which you show us that you are 
always with us and are always at work in our 
lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020 help us to become 
the Church that you are calling us to be. 
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope 
and Malcolm our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new 
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 

 

Reflect 

In today’s Gospel Jesus doesn't just tell us to love one 
another. He shows us how to love one another - in his acts of 
healing and forgiving; at the Last Supper as he washed his 
disciples' feet; in the gift of the Eucharist; through his death 
on the Cross. 
From Sunday Connection. 

Pray 

O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and 
soul, because you are all good and worthy of all my love. I 
love my neighbour as myself for the love of you. I forgive all 
who have injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have 
injured. 
Amen. 

Act 

Be a servant to others this week – put their needs before your 
own. Be conscious of the times you find it difficult to love 
someone. Address the question of why this is the case and 
take actions to remedy this. 

Challenge 

Do we care enough about our environment? Take steps this 

week to show that you do – recycle; save water; consume 

less; be conscious of your impact on our world. 



FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

2019 European Elections, 23rd May 

Next Thursday, 23rd May, is voting day for the 2019 

European Elections. The UK is participating in these 

elections due to the delay in implementing the 2016 

Referendum Result to leave the European Union. Whatever 

your political view, use your vote! 

“People say ‘I’m from this party’ or ‘I’m from that party’, but 

effectively, they don’t have clear thoughts about the basics, 

about proposals. The people are sovereign. I will only say: 

Study the proposals well, pray and choose in conscience.” 

Pope Francis 

Climate Lobby, Wednesday 26th June 

CAFOD invites you to join its Climate Lobby in London on 

Wednesday 26th June saying, “It’s time to confront this 

climate and environmental crisis and tell our leaders that 

Britain should no longer contribute to the destruction of our 

common home. To sign 

up to join us at the lobby, go to 

www.cafod.org.uk/Climate/Campaign/Climate-lobby.” 

 

 Newsletter 

Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are 
sent in by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 

Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock 

Lane, 

Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 

Finance 

All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 



 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 

 

Week Beginning 

19th May 
Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

McHugh & Lyth 

Families 

11.00 am 

Margaret Dermody 
(First Holy Communion with 

Holy Family children) 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Mary McHugh 

Thanksgiving with 

St Gabriel’s First 

Communion Children 

11.00 am 

Annie Murphy 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Robert Carter 

9.30 am 

Eileen Boardman 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY 
 9.15 am 

Aiden Blackman 

Mass at St.Ambrose 

Barlow 

WEDNESDAY 
7.00 pm 

Ronald Farqhuar 

 9.00 - 10.00 am 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament 

THURSDAY Mass at St Richard’s 
 9.15 am 

Neil, Rachel & Family 

FRIDAY Mass at St Richard’s 
 10.00 am 

A Successful Operation 

SATURDAY 

No Mass or Confessions 

this morning 

10.00 am 

Exposition & Rosary 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Philomena Lines 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Harry Knotman 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Michelle Callan 

11.00 am 

Parishioners 11.00 am 

Joan Clegg 

9.30 am Patrick 

FitzPatrick 

 

 

LATELY DEAD 

Please pray for 
those who have 
died recently: 

Ken Seaman 

Barbara Seddon 

Eileen Maria Davis 

Aiden Blackman 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 

O Lord, 

May they rest in peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday Confessions after both 6.00 pm Masses 
in St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment. 

Note: No Mass or Confessions at Holy Family next Saturday. 

 

 



 

Amy Turnbull 

Anelyse Lewis 

Arthur Leggett 

All Cancer 

Patients 

Anne Broad 

Baby George 

Baby Grace 

Baby Luke 

Bernard O’Donnell 

Brenda Southern 

Bridie Molyneux 

Catherine Jones 

Christopher 

Browne 

Clare Barlow 

Clifford Browne 

Eddie Shaw 

Emma Oldham 

Enid Kenwright 

Fon O’Hara 

Freda Peake 

Gerald Hackett 

Guy Ryan 

Hannah Delargy 

 Irene McIntyre 

Jack Rothwell 

Jean Tchibukdjian 

Jennifer Langin 

Jess Garrett 

Jessie Lucas 

Joan Wilkinson 

John Neary 

John Wall 

Kathy Kenyon 

Maisie Sweeney 

(10) 

Margaret Case 

Margaret Dawson 

Margaret Ross 

Margaret Wall 

Marjorie Price 

Mary Tiernan 

Maureen Halliday 

Michael Wright 

Rev Jim Melia 

Sandra Jones 

Shelagh Welsby 

Stephen Howell 
Terry Barlow 
Thelma Humble 

Theresa Stanley 

Thomas 

McLoughlin 

Wyn Wright 

 

Pope Francis Tweet 

As Pope John XXIII said: “I never 
met a pessimist who managed to do 
something good”. The Lord is the 
first not to be pessimistic. He 
constantly tries to open up paths of 
resurrection for all of us. 
May 6, 2019 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading – Acts 1:1-2,22-29 

A big issue for the early Church was how much the Law and the 
traditions of Moses should be imposed on new Christian 
converts. 

Second Reading – Revelations 21:10-14,22-23 

John shares a vision of the new Jerusalem, the Heavenly Church 
of the future, when God’s Kingdom will come in all its glory. 

Gospel Reading – John 14:23-29 

John shares part of Jesus’ farewell discourse at the Last 

Supper. 

It is dominated by the thought of his imminent departure. 
 



Yvonne Mellin 

If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 
@yahoo.com 

 

 


